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General Studies-2; Topic: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their 
structure, mandate 
 

US withdrawal from UNHRC 
 

1) Introduction 

 The United States withdrew from the United Nations Human Rights Council on accusing it of a 
"chronic bias against Israel". 

 Washington's withdrawal is the latest US rejection of multilateral engagement after it pulled out of 
the Paris climate agreement and the 2015 Iran nuclear deal. 

 Other contentious moves have included slapping tariffs on steel and aluminum against key trading 
partners, recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moving the US Embassy there from Tel Aviv. 
 

2) Reasons stated by US for its Withdrawal 

 US criticised the council for a "disproportionate focus and unending hostility towards Israel". 

 Since its creation, the council has adopted more resolutions condemning Israel than against the rest 
of the world combined. 

 It said Human rights abusers continue to serve on and be elected to the council. 

 The council has failed in its stated objectives. 

 The Human Rights Council is a poor defender of human rights. 
 

3) What the critics say? 

 Rights groups have criticized the Trump administration for not making human rights a priority in its 
foreign policy. 

 Critics say this sends a message that the administration turns a blind eye to human rights abuses. 

 It would make it more difficult to aid victims of abuse around the world. 

 Trump's misguided policy of isolationism only harms American interests. 

 The United States should be leading the world on human rights, not retreating into isolation. 

 America First does not mean America Alone. 

 The UN Human Rights Council has played an important role in such countries as North Korea, Syria, 
Myanmar and South Sudan, but all Trump seems to care about is defending Israel. 

 Given the state of Human Rights in today’s world, the US should be stepping up, not stepping back. 
 

4) Human Rights 

 Human rights are universal, inalienable, indivisible, independent, equal and non-discriminatory 

 The UN's Human Rights architecture plays a very important role in the promotion and protection of 
human rights worldwide. 

 International peace, security and prosperity are strengthened when human rights and fundamental 
freedoms are respected and protected. 
 

5) Implications 

 Human Rights Watch (HRW) said the US government's decision will sideline the country from key 
global initiatives to protect human rights. 

 The decision is seen as Trump's 'America First' policy and ignoring the suffering of civilians in Syria 
and ethnic minorities in Myanmar. 
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 It will have profound consequences for America's international standing and for its legacy on 
human rights. 

 It will make it more difficult to advance human rights priorities and aid victims of abuse around the 
world. 

 The move could reinforce the perception that the Trump administration is seeking to advance 
Israel’s agenda on the world stage. 

 Washington's absence at the council would put the onus on other governments to address the 
world's most serious rights problems. 

 If U.S withdraws, then China takes the space. 
 

6) UNHRC 

 The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a United Nations body whose mission is to 
promote and protect human rights around the world. 

 The UNHRC has 47 members elected by the UN General Assembly for three-year terms on a 
regional group basis. 

 The UNHRC was established on March 15, 2006. 

 The Human Rights Council replaced the former United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 

 It meets at the UN Office at Geneva. 

 Members of the council work to engage countries on improving human rights. 

 It works to make sure that all people know about their rights and all people can use their rights. 

 The George W. Bush administration opted against seeking membership when the council was 
created in 2006. 

 The US joined the body only in 2009 under President Barack Obama. 

 The Human Rights Council meets three times a year to examine human rights violations worldwide.  

 Its resolutions are not legally binding but carry moral authority. 
 
 


